
 
 

THE INTERNATIONAL POLICY FORUM 
 
 

Special Seminar on Policy Directions for Japan’s New Prime Minister 
Webinar with Jakob Edberg, Ambassador Koji Tsuruoka, and Jim Fatheree 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Date: Friday 18 September 2020 
Time: 8.00am–9.00am (Korea Standard Time) 
 
On 17 September, Japan’s National Diet will elect the country’s first new prime 
minister for nearly eight years, with Chief Cabinet Secretary Yoshihide Suga by far the 
most likely candidate to replace Prime Minister Shinzo Abe.   
 
On 18 September, GR Japan will hold a special online seminar to discuss prospects 
for the new prime minister’s domestic and foreign policies, as well as the 
implications for Japan-US relations.   
 
Jakob Edberg, GR Japan’s CEO & President, formerly Policy Director for the European 
Business Council in Japan, now Japan’s leading government relations practitioner, 
will look at the new administration’s domestic policies.  
 
Ambassador Koji Tsuruoka, Senior Adviser to GR Japan, Japan’s former Ambassador 
to the UK from 2016-19, and Japan’s Chief Negotiator for the Trans-Pacific 
Partnership negotiations as Senior Deputy Minister for Foreign Affairs, will draw on 
his 43 years of experience at Japan’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs, to examine the new 
administration’s foreign policy priorities.   
 
And Jim Fatheree, Executive Director at GR Japan’s Washington D.C. office, will speak 
on the implications of the new administration for the Japan-US relationship, 
leveraging his experience as former President of the US-Japan Business Council, Vice 



President for Asia at the US Chamber of Commerce, and co-leader of the US Coalition 
for the Trans-Pacific Partnership Agreement.   
 
We look forward to welcoming you on 18 September for an insightful discussion of 
Japan’s new challenges and opportunities. 
 
 
 

Registration 
 

Please register by clicking here 
by 5.00pm KST on Wednesday 16 September 

 
 
 

Notes 
 
1. A web link to the webinar will be sent to all registered participants by e-mail.  
 
2. The event will be held in English only, without Japanese interpretation.   
 
3.  The event will be off the record.  Guests are asked to refrain from sharing the link 
with third parties, recording the screen or sharing comments or discussions from this 
event in any form of media. 
 
4.  Please contact seminar@grjapan.com if you have any questions. 
 
 
 

The International Policy Forum 
 
The International Policy Forum is a network of businesspeople, diplomats and 
academics who have been meeting since 2011 to discuss matters of topical policy 
interest to the business community with senior policymakers.  Anyone who shares an 
interest in policy and policymaking, politics and government, is welcome to 
participate in the events. 
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