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Korean Intellectual 
Property Office01 Organization of KIPO

Director for Audit and Inspection

Commissioner

Vice Commissioner Intellectual Property Trial  and 
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Korean Intellectual 
Property Office01 After Restructuring (July 2021)

Re-organization

Intellectual 
Property Protection 
and International 

Cooperation Bureau

Industrial 
Property 

Investigation 
Division

- 47 officials

Trademark
Police Division
- 29 officials

Technology & 
Design 

Police Division
- 22 officials

Unfair 
Competition 
Investigation 

Division
- 7 officials

July 2021

<New>

<Re-or>

<New>
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Background 

02 SJP for Trademarks

Increase in counterfeits

Grant of Special Judicial Police authority to KIPO (Aug 5, 2010)

Establishment of Special Judicial Police for Trademarks (Sep 8, 2010)

Grant of Special Judicial Police authority to KIPO (Aug 5, 2010)

Establishment of Special Judicial Police for Trademarks (Sep 8, 2010)

Higher demands for strong law enforcement against 
counterfeits

Consensus on necessity of having special investigation agency 
for trademarks infringement
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SJP Organization

02

Jurisdiction

Seoul
Incheon 

Gyeonggi
Gangwon

Daejeon
Chungnam·buk
Jeonnam·buk

Jeju

Busan
Daegu, Ulsan 
Kyeongnam
Kyeongbuk

Daejeon Office

13

Seoul Office

8

Busan Office

5

HQ

3

Trademark Police Division

 Clampdown on violation of Trademark Act

 Regulation on violation of Unfair Competition Prevention and 
Trade Secret Protection Act including trademark counterfeiting

 Clampdown on violation of Trademark Act

 Regulation on violation of Unfair Competition Prevention and 
Trade Secret Protection Act including trademark counterfeiting

Duty of SJP

Seoul Office

Busan OfficeDaejeon Office

Planning 
Investigation

SJP for Trademarks
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Procedure

03 Crackdown on Counterfeiting

Offline

Recognition/

Report

검찰Online

Monitoring

Valuating
genuine            
products

Collecting
evidence

Tracking 
shipping 
address

Requesting 
product 
deletion 
/website 
closure

product 
deletion 
/website 
closure

Collecting
evidence

Questioning 
suspects Forward to 

prosecutors

Prosecutors’ 
OfficeOn-spot 

clampdown

Crackdown 
on the 
spot

Online 
business 
owners

KCSC

Prosecutors’ 
Office

Forward to 
prosecutors

KOIPA
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Annual arrest for criminal charges

03 Crackdown on Counterfeiting

Arrested counterfeit manufacturers and distributors: 3,737

34

121

193
259

389

208
192

163
204

171 194
11

18

109

117

41

170
159 199

157
205

423

Offline(2128, 57%) Online(1609, 43%)
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Total number of confiscated goods

03 Crackdown on Counterfeiting

Offline 11,675,513

'10.9~12 '11 '12 '13 '14 '15 '16 '17 '18 '19 '20

27,943
27,391 105,650

813,271

1,159,6551,111,010 

552,146 544,051

416,020

6,222,620

695,756

686 1,198 25,949 9,099 3,182 38,007 31,948 

147,579 
126,485 

47,177 24,715 

Offline(96%) Online(4%)

Online 456,025 12,131,538 items
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Accumulated valuation of genuine products : KRW 513 billion

03 Crackdown on Counterfeiting

Offline 444 billion won Online 68.6 billion won

'10.9~12 '12 '14 '16 '18 '20

51.9 74.2

217.4

555

872.1
944.7

691.5

305.9

124.9

521.6

84.5
2.9 11.3 29.3 12.2 8.7 31.8 53.4

110.6

239.7

111.5 75.1

Offline(86.6%) Online(13.3%)
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Most common brands and goods being counterfeited

03 Crackdown on Counterfeiting

의류

Clothes

ADIDAS CHANELNIKE

Bags

LOUIS  VUITTON CHANEL PRADA

Footwear Accessories

CHANEL NIKE             HERMES             FERRAGAMO LOUIS  VUITTON GUCCI
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Increase in variety: Threats to health and safety

03 Crackdown on Counterfeiting

Electronic Mats

Car Parts Wheels

From low-end essentials including 
detergents and soaps to a wider variety of 
products such as electronics and parts for 
vehicles and train engines

Ginseng

Facial MasksDetergents

Train Engine PartsDrugs

Perfumes

Processed Meat
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Cooperation system

03 Crackdown on Counterfeiting

Police

Arrest of 
Counterfeiters

(Judicial 
Punishment)

KIPO

SJP (Judicial Punishment)

Crack down on Mass 
Production & Distribution

of Counterfeits Local Agency

SJP Control on 
Export & Import of 

Counterfeits 
(Judicial Punishment)

KOIPA (Korea Intellectual  
Property Protection Agency)  

Offline Control Supporting Team
- Operation of Online Monitoring

Prosecutor’s Office

Directing Investigation & 
Prosecution

Korea Customs   
Service

Joint Control

Assist 
Control

Support 
Operation

Offer 
Information

International 
Process

Domestic 
Process

Regulation on Local 
Small Retailers 

(Corrective 
Recommendation) Red Notice 

Request to Interpol

Arrest on 
repatriation

Interpol

Joint Control
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